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Logging Waziristan's many afflictions

During HRCP's monitoring and documentation of human rights violations in FATA's seven
agencies-as part of the most critical areas of the country in terms of human rights, 18 cases of
attacks against security forces were reported in the year 2014. These attacks involved landmines
and improvised explosive devices (IEDs) usually planted on roads to target patrolling security
forces' vehicles. The militants also launched attacks against security personnel stationed on
check posts. After most of these attacks, one or more claims of responsibility were made and one
militant group or another threatened that the attacks would continue until the military operation did.

Civilian deaths

The civilian population that had faced threats from the militants who had warned them against
leaving the area, as had been ordered by the security forces, also suffered directly as a result of the
military operation. During the documentation period, five prominentinstances of civilian casualties
in security forces' firing and shelling were reported; one each in January, June and November and
two in May. In these five instances, 67 persons were reported to have been killed, including at least
16 women and children. On May 22, the forces' bombing in Mirali area of North Waziristan caused
the death of 45 persons. In Musaki village of Mirali, four neighboring houses were bombed in which
35 persons were Killed. According to eye witness accounts, nine women and 17 children, aged
between 1 and 12, were among those killed. Some reports emerged that 10 bodies were
recovered from the debris almost a week later when the smell of decaying flesh forced the locals to
dig further. Many reports could not be verified since the region was barred to independent
observers and journalists, especially during the military operation and with a large section of the
population displaced.

Vulnerabilities of displaced women

In their flight, much as had been the case during their presence in their native area, women were
the most vulnerable section of the North Waziristan population. They were not consulted on
decisions that affected their lives the most and their special needs were almost systematically
neglected. Under a unanimous Jirga decision endorsed reportedly by many, if not all, political
parties, women residing in the camps for internally displaced persons of North Waziristan were
barred from receiving the relief goods. This particularly affected women who had no adult male
family members, as well as female-headed households of widows or women whose husbands,
brothers, or fathers were working abroad.

Due to a social system that restricted women's mobility, education and social interaction, the
displaced women were further ill at ease outside the comforts of their homes. The female literacy
rate in the area was reported to be only 3 per cent. A large number of women did not possess
national identity cards, which made access to relief goods impossible. These factors made the
suffering of displaced women much more acute than the situation of men.

No timeframe forreturn

At the time of the launch of the military operation, statements from various ministers had
suggested that the operation might be completed within a matter of weeks or a couple of months.
The statements from the army chief and the prime minister to the effect that the operation would
continue until all terrorists were eliminated indicated lack of a clear timeframe for the operation's
conclusion, which would enable the displaced population to return to their homes. It is important
that the return and resettlement of the displaced population are not as haphazard as their exodus
had been.

Independent observers, journalists and at least local parliamentarians must be allowed in the
region to provide an objective narrative of the situation on the ground.

The long suffering people of this region have been voicing their demand, more in hope than in
expectation, that they too, along with other residents of FATA, would get the rights that the other
citizens of Pakistan are entitled to. The military operation in North Waziristan is unlikely to succeed
ifitis pursued merely as a means to secure the so-called settled areas of the country from attacks
originating from FATA. Unless North Waziristan and the rest of Federally Administered Tribal Area
are granted the rights to which citizens elsewhere in the country are entitled, and effective writ of
the state, rule of law and proper infrastructure are established, peace and denial of sanctuary to
criminals, including terrorists, would remain elusive ambitions.
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North Waziristan: beyond anti-terrorism operations

A deadly attack on Karachi's Jinnah International Airport in June 2014, which was claimed by the
Pakistani Taliban, led to a national consensus to do away with the peace overtures with the Taliban
and launch a military operation in North Waziristan Agency in FATA, supposedly the last sanctuary
for domestic and international extremist militants operating in Pakistan.

Displaced and disregarded

In the next few months, around two million residents of North Waziristan were forced to flee their
homes after the launch of operation Zarb-e-Azb. The uprooted population got no more than a
couple of days notice from the security forces to vacate their homes and many had to travel on foot
for more than 60 kilometers to reach safety.

The displaced population mainly went to the adjacent Bannu district in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa to
escape the conflict. Tens of thousands were also reported to have fled to Afghanistan though many
later returned to Pakistan. Those who became displaced suffered from a serious lack of
provisions, basic accommodation requirements and faced terrorist attacks in camps established
for them. Many residents of South Waziristan who had shifted to the neighbouring North
Waziristan to seek shelter during an earlier military operation had to suffer the misfortune of being
displaced twice. Those who remained behind continued to face attacks from the militants as well
as suffer direct consequences of the operation, including civilian casualties in the actions of the
armed forces.

'Peripheral' issues

North Waziristan Agency on Pakistan's border with Afghanistan has been home to all hues of
militant groups, such as Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan, Lashkar-e-Jhangvi, Jundullah, Al Qaeda and
various Central Asian terrorist groups which have used this territory as a base to launch deadly
attacks across Pakistan and beyond.

The terrain and the proximity of the region to the porous Afghan border have allowed the militants
to hide in the mountains or move across the
border to escape the security forces action.
Even though many high profile terrorists, : i
including the reported mastermind of the : -
Karachi airport attack, were targeted and
killed in air strikes and land assaults during | =
Zarb-e-Azb, the local population has alleged ¥
that most of the militants managed to flee the
country before the assault began. However
significant reduction in the number of |
terrorist attacks in the country in 2014, a ¥
drop of almost 30% according to the annual §
report of Pakistan Institute of Peace Studies |
(PIPS), an Islamabad-based research §
organisation, indicated the military
operation's impact in disrupting and
dismantling the operations of terrorist
organizations operating from the area.

Miran ShahC Mir Al

NORTH WAZIRISTAN

ORazmak

OSararcgha

*  SOUTH WAZIRISTAN

JandolaO

Along account of misery

The troubles of the residents of North Waziristan had been legions even before they had to flee
their homes in June 2014. Even within FATA, which had been no stranger to lawlessness, lack of
government authority and denial of rights taken for granted in most parts of Pakistan, North
Waziristan was a region which stood out on account of the absence of even a semblance of the writ
of the state. Education and health infrastructure was in shambles and North Waziristan held the
dubious distinction of being the place of origin of most of the polio cases reported among Pakistani
children.
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May
e InOrakzai, FATA, two men belonging to the Shia community were killed by unidentified assailants.
The community believed the TTP was involved because of their violent anti-Shia stance.
e In Mansehra, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, an Imambargah in Kund Syedan was blown up by
unidentified assailants on the night of May 13. There were no casualties.
¢ On May 21, militants belonging to the Sipah-e-Sahaba sectarian group attacked a General Post
Office (GPO) van in Dera Ismail Khan and killed the head postmaster who was a Shia and his driver, a
Sunni. The militants also took away money from the van. In an attack in Dera Ismail Khan, in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, a 32-year-old Shia school guard was shot dead in a targeted attack by unidentified
gunmen on a motorcycle. The deceased did not have any enmity and sectarian motives were believed
to behind his murder.

July
¢ In Abbotabad, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, a Shia religious scholar was killed along with his father
outside their house when unidentified perpetrators on a motorbike shot at them in a targeted attack.
¢ In Dera Ismail Khan, in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, a man belonging to the Shia sect was shot and
killed in an attack claimed by the Sipah-e-Sahaba, a banned militant group known for its anti-Shia
attacks. In another attack, a police constable from the Shia community was killed during prayers by
unidentified perpetrators. It was reported that many Sunni residents of Mohallah Eidgah, where the
incident occurred, wanted Shia residents to migrate.
¢ In Hangu, in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, a member of the Shia community was killed near a school in
Ghari Bazaar. Unidentified assailants were waiting for him when he reached the school and shot and
killed him. He was believed to have been targeted on account of his sectarian identity.
¢ In Khuzdar, Balochistan, a bus carrying people belonging to the Zikri sect were attacked with an
improvised explosive device and seven persons were injured.

August
e In Jacobabad, Sindh, a person belonging to the Shia sect was injured when unidentified
assailants fired on him as he left a mosque after prayers. He had earlier been threatened on account of
his sectarian identity by extremist groups.

November
¢ InBadin, Sindh, fighting erupted between members of a Shia procession and activists of a Sunni
religious group Ahl-e-Sunnat Wal Jamaat (ASWJ) over the route of the Muharram procession through
the city. Members of both groups threw stones at each other and beat each other with wooden sticks.
Ten people were injured.
e In Shikarpur, Sindh, members of ASWJ shot and killed a Shia leader close to a police station when
he was travelling from Khanpur to Shikarpur.
e InJacobabad, Sindh, a man belonging to the Shia sect who regularly held Shia congregations at
his home, was attacked and injured by students of a local Sunni seminary.
. Ir|1 Peshawar, KP, the security guard of an Imambargah was gunned down by unidentified
assailants.
e In Orakzai Agency, FATA, on the 9th of Muharram, a roadside bomb exploded near an
Imambargah at noon, killing two persons and injuring 28 others. In another attack in Lower Orakzai a
few days later militants targeted a Shia procession with a bomb and rockets. Two persons were killed
and seven injured.

December

e In Gilgit, hundreds of members of Imamia Students Organization (ISO), a Shia youth
organistaion, were inside a hall at Government Degree College for Boys, Gilgit, to commemorate a
religious day when a mob of over 100 students belonging to the Sunni sect gathered there and started
chanting slogan against Shias. The two groups started pelting each other with stones. Shots were also
fired and three students were injured. The local administration and police intervened to stop the clash.
Police registered a case on a number of charges including rioting, causing hurt, etc., against 17
students. After the clash, the police cleared the campus and left. An hour later unidentified persons
entered the campus and set three classrooms and a portion of a library on fire.

One of the most obvious trends noted in the sectarian violence had been Shias being the most frequently
targeted sectarian minority in the country. Another noticeable fact had been pervasive impunity for the
killers. In no murder case had the perpetrators been arrested. The sectarian clashes were much less
frequent than sectarian killings by unidentified attackers or banned sectarian and other militant groups.

The authorities have often been criticized, with some justification, for being reactive rather than going after
the groups known to perpetrate or advocate faith-based violence and not clamping down on hate speech.
There is no mystery to how these shortcomings can be addressed. It would take nothing less than an
unambiguous resolve by the state to live up to its obligation to protect the life and religious freedoms of the
citizens.

— Correspondents
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Sectarian violence: bloodshed in the name of faith

Pakistan has unfortunately been no stranger to blood-letting in the name of faith, with the minority Muslim
sects and members of other faiths being frequently targeted. Sectarian violence that had reared its head in
the country most noticeably in the 1980s has ebbed and flowed since then, with the last decade marked by
numerous incidents of sectarian violence with very high casualties.

Since 2013, HRCP has been monitoring more closely 48 districts, which it considers critical because of
human rights excess and violations by organised actors there. Sectarian attacks and clashes were reported
in 2014 from many of these districts spread across six regions of the country.

In the 29 incidents of sectarian violence reported from these districts in 2014, as many as 46 people were
killed and 129 injured.

2014: Casualties in sectarian violence in monitored districts
Killed Injured Total

46 129 175

The overwhelming majority of these attacks, 25 in all, targeted the Shia community,
while the Ismaili and Zikri communities were targeted thrice and once, respectively.

2014: Targeted attacks on sects in monitored districts

Shia Ismaili Zikri Total
25 3 1 29

The highest number of attacks was reported from the selected districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, followed by
Gilgit Baltistan, Sindh, FATA and Balochistan. The highest number of attacks and casualties across the
country during 2014 was of course much higher, but even a quick glance at the figures hints at the
widespread incidence of sectarian violence in the country.

2014: Incidents of sectarian violence in monitored districts
Gilgit Baltistan FATA KPK Sindh| Balochistan | Total

6 4 9 6 4 29

Militant groups who claimed responsibility or were suspected in these attacks included Lashkar-e-
Jhangvi, Jaish-ul-Islam, Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), Sipah-e-Sahaba. Here are some
incidents of sectarian violence reported from the monitored district during the year under review:

January
e Three sectarian attacks were reported from Balochistan. In Washuk, more than a dozen unidentified
persons abducted a man who belonged to the Shia Hazara community from a local hotel and killed him in
public. One attack occurred in Mastung where buses carrying Shia pilgrims were targeted by banned
militant outfit Lashkar-e-Jhangvi. At least 23 persons were killed and 32 injured. The casualties included
children and women and led to countrywide protests by the Shia community. On the first day of the year
2014, militant group Jaish-ul-Islam targeted a bus carrying Shia pilgrims from Iran to Quetta in a suicide
attack. Three Shia pilgrims were killed and 34 people, including the security personnel escorting the bus.

February
e In Peshawar, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, a well-known leader of Tehreek-e- Nifaz-e-Jafreia, a Shia
organization, was shot and killed by unidentified attackers.
¢ In Gilgit, two Shia men were gunned down in a targeted attack. The authorities suspected that they
had been targeted by extremists on account of their sectarian identity. In Skardu, a man who had publicly
criticised the Sunni community was attacked and injured in a drive-by shooting. Sectarian motives were
suspected.

March
¢ InHunza-Nagar, in the Gilgit Baltistan region, a gathering of Isimailis celebrating the ritual of Nauroz
was attacked by members of rival sects and was forced to disperse. The attackers were arrested by
police and later stated that they attacked the gathering because in their opinion the Ismaili community
was spreading obscenity in the area.

April
¢ Intwo separate incidents in Jacobabad, Sindh two persons belonging to the Shia sect were brutally
beaten up by members of the Sunni community for preaching their faith and discussing their sectarian
beliefs with others. They approached the police which refused to register a case against the accused.
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During the year under review, five cases of enforced disappearance of Sindhi nationalist political
workers were reported from the eight districts, two of whom were tortured and one was killed and
his body dumped. In Naushero-Feroz district, two burnt dead bodies of nationalists were also
discovered in March. On March 21, the police found the charred bodies of Magsood Qureshi (age
48) and Salman Wadho (age 20) near Bharya Road Town in Naushero Feroze. The two men's
bodies were found inside a car which had been set alight. Magsood Qureshi was the brother of a
late Jeay Sindh Qaumi Mahaz (JSQM) chairman and Salman Wadho was also a JSQM leader.

On August 15, policemen as well as men alleged to be from intelligence agencies, picked up Asif
Ali Panhwar (aged 26), a Sindh University studentand JSMM activist, from his house during a raid.
Panhwar was the general secretary of the student wing of JSQM. His dead body was found in a
village of Larkana district on November 26. He had been shot several times.

It was reports like these that led in December 2014 to HRCP publicly voicing its serious alarm over
a rapid rise in enforced disappearances in Sindh, with the victims turning up dead. HRCP had
noted that those taken away were young men, mainly political activists, picked up from various
parts of the province over the last few months. Mutilated dead bodies of many of the victims had
been found. The victims include Shakeel Sindhi, a Sindh University student, was abducted from
his house in Karachi on October 6 and his dead body was found on October 11. Jeay Sindh
Muttahida Mahaz (JSMM) activist Paryal Shah was abducted from a public transport bus headed
from Dahrki to Kashmor on November 7. His dead body was found the same day from a village on
the Sindh-Punjab border. The bullet-riddled body of Roshan Brohi, a resident of Larkana and a
JSMM activist, was found in a gunny bag near Malir, Karachi, on November 12. He had been
picked up on October 26.

On November 27, the bullet-riddled body of Jeay Sindh Qaumi Mahaz (JSQM) activist Waheed
Lashari was found in a sewerage pond in Karachi's Malir area. He had been abducted 29 days
earlier from Qambar Shahdadkot, when he was travelling with his sister in a public transport van.
Allah Wadio, a first year student, was abducted on August 13 from Karachi. On December 02
unidentified persons threw him in a critical condition near Hub Chowki. Police informed his parents
who admitted him to Civil Hospital Karachi. He was reportedly picked up from there by security
agencies' personnel and on December 3 his dead body was found from Hyderabad Bypass.

HRCP noted that in several cases the involvement of security forces' personnel has been
established by withesses while in some their role was actively suspected. “Nowhere in the world
have tactics like enforced disappearance ever yielded any positive result. It has only fuelled hatred
and led to people and regions growing apart,” HRCP had reminded the authorities. The leader of
the opposition in the National Assembly had also warned against the creation of “Balochistan-like
situation in Sindh” and said that sending bullet-riddled dead bodies to the province would have
adverse consequences.

It is a matter of grave concern that despite an outcry from political parties and civil society, such
cases continue in Sindh and no one responsible for the killing of individuals associated with
nationalists parties has been brought to justice. The security forces and the population at large
must treat enforced disappearance as what it is; a grave human rights violation. More overt
condemnation of this trend from civil society and all political parties might have some impact.
However, more than anything else, such instances of denial of the right to life and liberty and also
of political freedom and freedom of association are a litmus test for the superior judiciary to
distinguish itself by seeing to it that the perpetrators are brought to justice. Nothing would present a
stronger deterrent to such serious violations of human rights.

— Correspondents
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The bell tolls for nationalists in Sindh

Although authorities and security agencies in none of the regions in Pakistan distinguish
themselves in terms of brooking political dissent, an increasing number of cases of nationalists in
Sindh facing intimidation and violations of their rights apparently on account of their political
affiliations have been surfacing.

In eight districts of Sindh that HRCP monitored closely in 2014, threats being made to nationalists,
their torture, enforced disappearance and the killing of victims of disappearance were reported.

Threats made to nationalists in Jacobabad in 2014
March April June July November | Total

1 2 1 1 1 6

Four instances of torture and ill-treatment of nationalist political workers were monitored in the
selected districts of Sindh in 2014. On June 7, Zahid Ali Baloch, a 23-year-old student affiliated
with a Sindhi nationalist party, participated in a demonstration against the local police. On his way
home, he was picked up by the police, shifted to the police station and tortured for several hours.
He was found in an unconscious state in the outskirts of the city the next day. He approached the
police to register a case against the policemen involved but the police failed to cooperate. His
entire family moved to Quetta, Balochistan to escape harassment by the police.

The perpetrators were believed to be agents of the state even though they were often in civilian
clothes.

On November 25, 2013, Javed Ali Memon (age 22), was on his way to Hyderabad when
unidentified persons in civilian clothes stopped his car near Goularchi, Badin and took him away.
Javed Ali was affiliated with Jeay Sindh Muttahida Mahaz (JSMM). When he returned home eight
months later, he narrated his ordeal and mentioned both mental and physical torture. He was
blindfolded and shifted to different locations during his illegal detention. Cases of torture against
nationalists were reported from Jacobabad (two cases in June and September) and Badin (one
casein July).

2015 &\ March 2015 58 Monthly JEHD-E-HAQ 3 ddad ‘bbb



® In Wana area of South Waziristan Agency, a landmine exploded on the road when a
security forces convoy was passing by. One security official was injured in the explosion.
The security forces surrounded the area after the blast and started a search operation
there. During the operation, five persons were arrested. Their families were not informed
about the whereabouts of their place of detention. The men, some of them students,
belonged to the Karmeez Khel tribe of South Waziristan. The political administration also
sealed the businesses of the detained persons.

The collective punishment provision in the FCR takes many forms and besides arbitrary arrest and
detention. The collective expulsion of residents from an area in FATA, confiscation of property,
imposition of fines and forced shuttering of commercial activity are some of the other forms of this
joint mode of penalisation of the populace that the political administration can order for any actual
or perceived infraction in the region.

The judicial procedure at the
trial, appellate and revision
stages is not regulated by any of
the laws applicable elsewhere in

Pakistan. The Pakistan Penal Code,
the Qanun-e-Shahadat Order, the
Criminal Procedure Code and the
Civil Procedure Code are among
the main laws that the federal
- authorities in their wisdom have
chosen not to extend to FATA.

More than a century after the FCR was first instituted, this law and the collective responsibility
provision in particular offers an example of completely arbitrary things being done under a law that
is in conflict with not only international human rights standards but also the due process rights, the
presumption of innocence of the accused and indeed the right to fair trial that has been
acknowledged in under the 18" Amendment to the Constitution.

Although President Asif Zardari signed changes to the FCR in 2011 and extended the Political
Parties Order 2002 to the tribal areas in presence of tribal leaders. The reform of the FCR did not
go far enough. However, contrary to the past practice, under the amendment women, children
below 16 years and men aged above 65 could not be arrested or detained under the collective
responsibility clause. Also the entire tribe was not to arrested under the clause and step-wise
action as to be taken in case of a crime by first pursuing the male members of the family, followed
by sub-tribe and then by other sections of the tribe.

Detention without trial and conviction is arbitrary under both national law and international rights
standards, including the human rights treaties to which Pakistan is a signatory. The situation is
compounded by the inability to challenge the legitimacy of detention by the affected people in an
effective manner. There is no justification to maintain this exception to the rule of law or to measure
the value of liberty of citizens residing in FATA by a different yardstick that that used for other
citizens in Pakistan.

— Correspondents
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FCR: when geography trumps rights

Of all the things that the Federally Administered Tribal Area (FATA) in Pakistan stands out for, none
is more notorious than the Frontier Crimes Regulation.

The FCR, as the regulation is commonly known, is widely recognised as a primitive legal system
that institutionalises a collective punishment regime that goes against not only the fundamental
rights acknowledged in the Constitution of Pakistan, but also the international human rights
standards and the principles of natural justice.

The FCR also vests extensive executive, judicial and law-enforcement powers in the political
agent, the main government representative in each of the seven tribal districts of FATA. Even
though an appeal against the political agent's decision lies to the commissioner, and the option of a
subsequent revision is also there now under the FATA tribunal, the manner in which the appeal or
the revision are dealt with can hardly be called judicial determination of issues. The judicial
procedure at the trial, appellate and revision stages is not regulated by any of the laws applicable
elsewhere in Pakistan. The Pakistan Penal Code, the Qanun-e-Shahadat Order, the Criminal
Procedure Code and the Civil Procedure Code are among the main laws that the federal
authorities in their wisdom have chosen not to extend to FATA.

As part of more focussed monitoring of the human rights situation in the areas that the Human
Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) considered critical because of rights violations by
organised actors, the HRCP noticed several instances of arbitrary detention under the collective
punishment clause of the FCR in various agencies of FATAin 2014. The most extensive use of this
arbitrary mode of detention was seen in Kurram.

Detention under the collective responsibility clause of FCR in 2014

Month Kurram Bajaur Khyber South Waziristan
January 1 0 0 0
February 0 1 0 0
March 1 0 1 0
June 2 0 1 0
August 1 0 1 0
September 1 0 0 0
November 1 0 0 1
December 0 1 1 0
Total 7 2 4 1

Almost all of the seven tribal agencies that constitute FATA as well as the adjacent frontier regions
have been overrun by militancy and the military operations carried out in response. The collective
responsibility clause has often been used in the context of security forces' activity and operations.

Some examples of the joint penalisation of acommunity in FATA in 2014 are briefly detailed
here:

¢ |n Bajaur Agency, a time-bomb planted in an under construction check post of the Levies
security force in the village Charghu Kali in Tehsil Salarzai exploded at midnight. No loss of
life or injuries were reported in the explosion. However, the government administration
arrested many people from the village under the collective responsibility clause. No group
orindividual claimed responsibility for the explosion.

e OnJune 19 around 2 am, militant extremists stormed a Levies check postin Shilozan Tangi
area of Upper Kurram Agency. Two Levies personnel sustained critical injuries. They were
shifted to a hospital in Parachinar city where one of them succumbed to his injuries. The
political administration subsequently arrested 15 persons under the FCR and their shops
were sealed in Parachinar city.
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consultation was divided into sessions on
violence and discrimination against children;
trafficking and sexual abuse of children; child
education; and child immunization, children in
armed conflict and legal safety nets in place to
offer enhanced child protection.

In the session on violence and discrimination
against children, the participants discussed
various instances of violence in domestic and
employment settings as well as discrimination
against children belonging to minority religions
and transgender children. The important role of
National Commission for Child Welfare and
Development (NCCWD) was stressed. It was
agreed that child protection cells need to be set
up in hospitals and other areas easily accessible
to children. The age of criminal
responsibility was also
considered and the consensus
was that the definition of a
“child” needed to be uniformly
defined in all domestic laws.

The session on trafficking and
sexual exploitation of children
looked at the cause and scale
of increasing domestic
trafficking of children who were
sexually exploited and abused.
The participants suggested the
need for rehabilitation
programs for street children
who were most often victims of
exploitation. The need for an
anti-trafficking law that
included internal trafficking was also established
in the course of this session.

In the third session, the participants applauded
the constitutional amendment acknowledging
compulsory education as a right but expressed
concern over teacher absenteeism and parents'
unwillingness to send children to school. There
was a consensus that drasticimprovements were
required in the juvenile and delinquents
education system. The education experts
present also stressed the importance of paying
attention to the special needs students.

The last session looked at a variety of issues
affecting child rights such as health, armed
conflict, and availability of legal safety nets. It was
recommended that support should be sought
from Pakistan Paediatrics Association, an active
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It was suggested that the
greatest progress in
implementing child rights
recommendations had been
made in the child health with
increased rates of
immunization across all
provinces and in the child
education sector, where
despite the existence of
“ghost” schools, the newly
passed compulsory education
laws were a good first step
towards making universal
child education reality.
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body, in order to implement the Maternal and
Child Healthcare Policy Pakistan. The lack of
work on rehabilitating children inducted in militant
activities was noted. In reference to the legal and
institutional framework for child rights, all
participants agreed that there was a dire need for
coordination and communication between
departments handling various aspects of child
rights. The participants recommended activating
the National Commission for Child Welfare and
Development tasked especially with coordination
and engaging with the existing centralized data
systems that could improve targeting of problem
areas.

It was suggested that the greatest progress in
implementing child rights recommendations had
been made in the child health
with increased rates of
immunization across all
provinces and in the child
education sector, where
despite the existence of
“‘ghost” schools, the newly
passed compulsory education
laws were a good first step
towards making universal child
education reality.

It was noted that partial gains
had been made with regard to
the recommendation on child
protection against violence.
The Sindh provincial
government had adopted
legislation that made it easier
for children to give testimony in cases of violence
against them and also compelled hospitals to
provide complete medical evidence to families.
Such laws had not yet been adopted in the other
provinces but implementation in one province
was hoped to lead to adoption of similar laws
throughout the country.

It was concluded that the state of implementation
of the UPR recommendations was most dismal
regarding recommendations on the protection of
vulnerable groups of children, for instance
children belonging to minority religious
communities, including children who were
vulnerable to forced conversion. The need for
special attention for children in the federally and
provincially administered areas, where most child
protection laws did not apply, was particularly
stressed.



Charting progress on promises
made for child rights
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The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan held
in Lahore a consultation titled Children's Rights in
the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) in
collaboration with the International Commission
of Jurists (ICJ).

The UPR is a state-driven process, under the
auspices of the UN Human Rights Council, which
involves a review of the human rights records of
all UN Member States. It offers the state the
opportunity to cite actions it has taken to improve
the human rights situations and to fulfil its human
rights obligations.

The consultation was fourth in a series of five
consultations aimed at ensuring greater
accountability of the government of Pakistan to
deliver on its human rights commitments under
the Universal Periodic Review. HRCP and ICJ
aimed to increase civil society engagementin the
UPR process, by seeking their feedback and
evaluation of Pakistan's implementation of its
accepted recommendations and by jointly
identifying areas for further state action. The
outcome of the Consultations is to prepare a
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implementation report on the
recommendations accepted by Pakistan in its
2012 Universal Periodic Review related to the
following thematic areas: women's rights; rights
of the child; rights of religious minorities; enforced
and involuntary disappearances; and freedom of
expression.

The Consultation was attended by
representatives from civil society, academia and
national human rights institutions from across
Pakistan. The organizations represented at the
consultation included SAANGA (Peshawar),
SADA (Khar, Bajaur), Gender Interactive
Alliance, Sindh Ministry of Law and Justice,
DOST (Balochistan), SAHIL, Good Thinkers Org
(Kasur), Bunyad, AGHS Child Rights Cell, STEP
(Malakand), Child Advocacy Network, the
Salvation Army, SPARC, Pahchaan, Rahnuma,
Girl Guides Association (Multan), PLAN and
Pakistan Hindu Council.

Based on the primary themes focused upon in the

recommendations issued to the Government of
Pakistan in the UPR outcome document, the
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Torture: a heinous crime
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The Convention against Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment
or Punishment is one of the key
international human rights treaty, under
the review of the United Nations, which
aims to prevent torture and cruel, inhuman
or degrading treatment or punishment
around the world.

The Convention requires states to take
effective measures to prevent torture
within their borders, and forbids states to
transport people to any country where
there is reason to believe they will be

tortured.

The text of the Convention was adopted
by the United Nations General Assembly
on December 10, 1984 and following
ratification by the 20th state party, it came
into force on June 26, 1987. The 26th of
June is honoured now as the International
Day in Support of Victims of Torture, in
commemoration of the treaty coming into
effect on that date. As of February 7, 2015,
The Convention has 157 state parties.
Pakistan signed the Convention on April
17,2008 and ratified iton June 3, 2010.

officials.

CAT prohibits torture, and requires parties to take effective measures to preventitin
any territory under their jurisdiction. This prohibition is absolute and non-derogable.
"No exceptional circumstances whatsoever" may be invoked to justify torture,
including war, threat of war, internal political instability, public emergency, terrorist
acts, violent crime, or any form of armed conflict.In other words, torture cannot be
justified as a means to protect public safety or prevent emergencies. Subordinates
who commits acts of torture cannot abstain themselves from legal responsibility on
the grounds that they were just following orders from their superior officers or public

TO
ORTUR
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(Extracted from Article 2, UNCAy
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Torture...any act by which severe pain or suffering, whether
physical or mental, is intentionally inflicted on a person for such
purposes as obtaining from him or a third person, information or a
confession, punishing him for an act he or a third person has
committed or is suspected of having committed, or intimidating or
coercing him or a third person, or for any reason based on
discrimination of any kind, when such pain or suffering is inflicted
by or at the instigation of or with the consent or acquiescence of a
public official or other person acting in an official capacity.
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